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Estimates in the House of Commons. This act he '
performed with a smooth competence which caused
all who witnessed the exhibition, from his fair and
famous wife in the gallery to his colleagues beside
him, to blink with admiration. Up stood the drummer-
boy and delivered without a note an elaborate state-
ment on a complete Department of State. His
achievement was so unusual that Members and
journalists alike were inclined to say, "How does he
doit?" The only evidence that he was making any
special calls on his memory was a characteristic jerk
of the chin as though he was throwing his mind back
to the moment of preparation. In his opening state-,
ment he spoke calmly, as was fitting. But when he
had to debate and answer the ingenious criticisms of an
Opposition which could find little to oppose, the old
fury sprang into flame. Once, in answering the late
Mr. Morgan Jones, he rapped out, "In regarding war
as the greatest calamity that can overtake mankind
I claim to be as good a pacifist as he!" But what is a
pacifist? And how can a man make himself a "good"
one? His words seemed to have plenty of meaning
for himself. For his eyes flashed and he seemed about
to boil and burst.
In midsummer 1934 he advanced a stage to be
Financial Secretary to the Treasury. This move
brought him into intimate contact with the man for
whose judgment on matters even more important than
finance he was to conceive a disdain. But, as far as can
be ascertained, for this period he worked harmoni-
ously with Neville Chamberlain. Perhaps he was
mildly amused if he saw his chief casting an appraising
eye abroad upon the worsening scene. Neither could
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